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+* However, only early language learners (those learners who learned a
second language during childhood years) seem to be capable of ultimate
attainment which makes them indistinguishable from first language
learners. The pre-puberty period which is conducive to native second
language attainment is known as the sensitive period for second language
learning. Over the last years, the hypothesis that second language learning
in young children is fundamentally different from second language learning
in adults found support from studies of the human brain. Some recent
studies that compare neurological processes in children and adults second
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language learners are discussed below. A Second Language in the Brain of
Young Children

Source:
Teaching Young Children a Second Language, Pp52_53

Tatiana Gordon

Studies are inconclusive about the best age to start learning a second language,
although they generally agree on one thing—the sooner the better.

Up until the late 90s, many parents believed that teaching their children a second
language from a very young age would lead to confusion and mental development
delays.

In fact, as late as 1999, a paper was published that claimed teaching your children a
second language too soon would result in double “semi-lingualism.” That’s to say,
your child speaking two languages equally badly.

They would never develop the full proficiency of their classmates because they
would be trying to master two languages at once. According to this study, the best
age to start learning a second language was at around 11-13 years, when the brain
was further developed.

This fear is thought today to be largely unfounded and, in fact, the opposite has
been revealed to be true. The later you leave learning a second language, the
lower the child’s chance of achieving full fluency in two tongues.
https://lwww.daytranslations.com/blog/age-for-second-language/
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https://www.brainscape.com/blog/2015/06/when-should-you-start-learning-second-language/
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